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logic of a disputatious age." Even those who are disposed to accept this view of the reformer, however, will not deny that a prophet may make himself a very disagreeable member of the community, and we may perhaps understand, even if we do not justify, the sentiments that led the colonists of Massachusetts to think themselves better off wittiout such a reformer.0
THE GOVERNORSHIP OF HARRY VANE
Thus was Rhode Island the offspring of Massachusetts. The loss of the few emigrants who deserted to the new state was not sensibly felt in the parent colony. The stream of emigration now flowed with a full current. &
During the summer of the same year twenty ships arrived in Massachusetts, bringing no less than three thousand new settlers. Among them was Hugh Peters, the celebrated chaplain and counsellor of Oliver Cromwell, and Sir Henry, commonly called Sir Harry Vane, son of a privy councillor at the English court. Peters, a zealous Puritan and a warm advocate of popular rights, became minister of Salem. He remained in New England till 1641, when at the request of the colonists he went to transact some business for them in the mother country, from which he was fated never to return. Vane, afterwards Sir Henry Vane the younger, had been for some time restrained from indulging his wish to proceed to New England, by the prohibition of his father, who was at length induced to waive his objections by the interference of the king. A young man of patrician family, animated with such ardent devotion to the cause of pure religion and liberty that, relinquishing all his prospects in Britain, he chose to settle in an infant colony, which as yet afforded little more than a subsistence for its inhabitants, he was received in New England with the fondest regard and admiration. He was then little more than * twenty-four years of age. His youth, which seemed to magnify the sacrifice he had made, increased no less the impression which his manners and appearance were calculated to produce. So much did his mind predominate .over his senses that, though constitutionally timid, and keenly susceptible of impressions of pain, yet his whole life was one continued course of great and daring enterprise; and when, amidst the wreck of his fortunes and the treachery of his associates, death was presented to him in the form of a bloody execution, he prepared for it with a heroic and smiling intrepidity, and encountered it with tranquil and dignified resignation. The man who could so command himself was formed to acquire a powerful ascendency over the minds of others. He was instantly admitted a freeman of Massachusetts; and extending his claims to respect by the address and ability which he displayed in conducting business, he was elected governor in the year subsequent to his arrival, by unanimous choice, and with the highest expectations of a happy and advantageous administration.
In these expectations they were disappointed. Vane's ideas of civil and religious liberty were at least a century in advance of the people among whom he was settled; his character was not understood; his youth prevented him from commanding the deference to which his personal qualities entitled him; he became involved in a controversy, where he had nothing but reason and justice to oppose to violent party spirit; and a party in opposition to him, composed of some of the most noted men in the colony, was organised at the very outset of his career.
Meantime others of the English nobility were disposed to follow him to the Puritan colony. Lords Say and Seal and Lord Brooke signified theird as if these fugitives "would have no magistrates for everything was as yet decided in convention of the people.
